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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Consecrated Life, 

  I am writing to you as the Successor of Peter, to whom the 

Lord entrusted the task of confirming his brothers and sisters in 

faith (cf. Lk 22:32).  But I am also writing to you as a brother who, 

like yourselves, is consecrated to God. 

 Together let us thank the Father, who called us to follow 

Jesus by fully embracing the Gospel and serving the Church, and 

poured into our hearts the Holy Spirit, the source of our joy and our 

witness to God’s love and mercy before the world.  

 

I. AIMS OF THE YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE (Excerpts) 

1.  The first of these aims is to look to the past with gratitude.  All 

our Institutes are heir to a history rich in charisms.  At their origins 

we see the hand of God who, in his Spirit, calls certain individuals 

to follow Christ more closely, to translate the Gospel into 

a particular way of life, to read the signs of the times with 

the eyes of faith and to respond creatively to the needs 

of the Church.  

2. This Year also calls us to live the present with 

passion.  Grateful remembrance of the past leads us, as 

we listen attentively to what the Holy Spirit is saying to 

the Church today, to implement ever more fully the 

essential aspects of our consecrated life. 

 From the beginnings of monasticism to the “new 

communities” of our own time, every form of consecrated 

life has been born of the Spirit’s call to follow Jesus as 

the Gospel teaches (cf. Perfectae Caritatis, 2).  For the 

various founders and foundresses, the Gospel was the 

absolute rule, whereas every other rule was meant 

merely to be an expression of the Gospel and a means 

of living the Gospel to the full. For them, the ideal was 

Christ; they sought to be interiorly united to him and thus 

to be able to say with Saint Paul: “For to me to live is 

Christ” (Phil 1:21).  Their vows were intended as a 

concrete expression of this passionate love. 

3. To embrace the future with hope should be the third 

aim of this Year.  We all know the difficulties which the 

various forms of consecrated life are currently 

experiencing: decreasing vocations and aging members, 

particularly in the Western world; economic problems 

stemming from the global financial crisis; issues of 

internationalization and globalization; the threats posed 

by relativism and a sense of isolation and social 

irrelevance…  But it is precisely amid these uncertainties, 

which we share with so many of our contemporaries, that 

we are called to practice the virtue of hope, the fruit of 

our faith in the Lord of history, who continues to tell us: 

“Be not afraid… for I am with you” (Jer 1:8). Ө 

DOWNLOAD THE ENTIRE TEXT HERE: 
http://wikisend.com/download/502388/Popes Message Booklet.pdf 
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The delegates from various OP-Siena Schools all 

over the country gathered once again for the 8th OP-Siena 

National Educators’ Congress 2014 last November 26-28 

held at Siena College, Quezon City. This year’s theme was 

“Dominican Educators as Preachers of the Word”, aligned 

with the 800th Jubilee Celebration of the Dominican Order 

on the year 2016. It is held every other year and is 

participated in by the school heads, principals, deans, other 

administrators, faculty and auxiliary personnel from the 24 

OP-Siena schools, colleges and one university in the 

country.  

The three-day event was composed of many 

different highlights such as Eucharistic Celebrations, 

cultural show, seminars, conferences, raffle draw, 

performances, etc. Other highlights of the event were 

sessions were held by different resource speakers. The first 

session was about “The Catholic Response to Asean 

2015”, with Fr. Jose Antonio E. Aureta, OP (Regent, UST 

Graduate School) as the resource speaker. The second 

session was about “Dominican Pedadogy” by Fr. Rolando 

V. de la Rosa, O.P,; the third session, “Living the 

Dominican Charism in Education”, with Fr. Jesus Miranda 

Jr, O.P. (Regent, College of Education, UST); and the 

fourth and last session was about “The Dominican Laity and 

the Family”, with Fr. Rogelio Alarcon, O.P. (College 

Professor, SCQC) as the resource speaker. 

The OP-Siena’s publishing company partners were 

Abiva Publishing House, Inc., Diwa Learning Systems, Inc., 

Phoenix & SIBS Publishing House, Rex Bookstore, Inc., 

Vibal Publishing House, Inc., Gintong Aral Publications, 

Inc., and School Watch Publications. 

The said event was participated by the following 

schools: Siena College Quezon City, Siena College of 

Taytay, Sta. Catalina College-Manila, St. Dominic 

Academy-Pulilan, St. James Academy-Plaridel, Siena 

College of San Jose-Bulacan, Holy Trinity University-

Palawan, Sta. Catalina College-Biñan, Laguna, Siena 

College-Hermosa, Bataan, St. Catherine Academy-

Gattaran, Cagayan; St. John Parochial School-Tiaong, 

Quezon; Colegio Del Sto. Rosario-Libmanan, Camarines 

Sur, St. Michael Academy-Albay, Dominican School of 

Pilar-Sorsogon, St. Michael Academy-Northern Samar, 

Notre Dame Hospital & School of Midwifery-Cotabato, 

Notre Dame of Tulunan-North Cotabato, Holy Rosary 

School of Pardo-Cebu, Notre Dame of Jolo for Girls-Sulu, 

Notre Dame Siena College of Tacurong-Sultan Kudarat, 

Notre Dame-Siena School of Marbel-South Cotabato, 

Notre Dame-Siena College of Polomolok and Notre Dame-

Siena College of General Santos City. 

 Indeed, the event became fruitful and successful. 
The delegates will surely look forward to participate in 
another successful celebration of the 9th OP-Siena 
National Educators’ Congress soon. Ө —Nasser F. 
Lazaro & Romnick I. David  

OP-SIENA SCHOOLS 

CELEBRATE 8th NATIONAL 

 By: Sr. Ma. Agnes V. Cardiño, OP 
 

 The Directors of Vocation in the Philippines 

(Episcopal Arm of the CBC Commission on Vocations) 

first organized in 1974 by the CBCP is composed of 

Vocation Directors/Directress and Promoters from 

different dioceses and religious congregations, Vocation 

Promotes/Animators at secular institutes and Lay 

Vocation Promoters from organizations involved with 

vocation promotion. 

 The Directors of Vocation in the Philippines 
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serves as national coordinating center in promoting, 

informing, recruiting, screening and accompanying 

vocations to the priestly and religious life. On May 20-22, 

1974 the Directors of Vocations in the Philippines was 

formally organized during the 1st National Convention on 

Vocation Directors and Directress. From then on, in a 

span of 32 years, the Episcopal Commission on Vocation 

(ECV) and Directors of Vocations in the Philippines 

(DVP) has pursued relevant vocation programs. 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 This year’s DVP National Convention was 
attended by Sr. Ma. Agnes Cardifio, OP, Regional 
Vocation Director in Mindanao, held at St. Vincent Ferrer 
Seminary, Iloilo City last April 22-25, 2014 with the 
theme, “The Call for Lay Collaboration in Vocation 
Promotion in the Year of the Laity”. 
 

 As stated in Lumen Gentium #31, indeed, Christ's 
faithful people, the laity is our collaboration in the 
vocation ministry. In the Church's mission, the Lord 
entrusts to them a great God. Through baptism, they are 
made shares in the priestly, prophetic and kingly office of 

STA CATALINA 
SPIRITUALITY CENTER 
CELEBRATES 13TH 
FAMILY ROSARY 

CRUSADE 
 

 The annual celebration of our Family Rosary 

Crusade was celebrated last September 26- October 5, 

2014 with the theme, “Mary, an Inspiration of every Family 

towards Total Commitment to Christ and the Church.  The 

call of our times now is new evangelization so during our 

preparatory meetings with the working committees, we 

agreed to really encourage our neighborhood, particularly 

the families, to evangelize and lead them to be aware of 

this devotion and be able to renew their faith and 

commitment to Christ and the Church.   

 We  praise and thank God that our Sta Catalina 

Spirituality Center was blessed this year’s devotion firstly 

with our presiders Rev. Fr. Benny Villapa, our Chaplain, 

who committedly and inspiringly delivered his homily to all 

of us devotees of our blessed Mother and Rev. Fr. Ralph 

Lauren Ciciron, OAR for his majestic homily in of our 

Sunday’s Liturgy, and for allowing the seminarians to sing 

during the mass.   

 Secondly, the everyday reflections on the themes 

for everyday were always a gift for us.  It made all our 

devotees directed and led to their spiritual life and became 

more active and alive each day in giving themselves to 

JESUS in the Eucharist. Amazingly, every year’s 

celebration made the number of devotee increases here in 

Sta Catalina Center. 

 Lastly, the Nine day Novena Masses culminates 

with Eucharistic celebration and Grand procession.  

During the procession, we have a traditional way of 



 
OP-SIENA TULAY Page 4 

passing by the Baguio General Hospital and pray one 

decade of the rosary and prayer of the sick for those 

hospitals.  BGH staff and nurses had prepared an altar 

and welcomed the image of our Lady in a prayerful 

INSTITUTE OF PREACHING BRINGS 

PRAEDICARE 2014 TO MINDANAO 

By: Sr. Ma. Agnes V. Cardiño, OP 

 The institute of Preaching in collaboration with the 

Dominican Family in Mindanao organized a three day 

National Conference on Preaching held at San Pedro 

College, Davao City from May 29 to 31, 2014 with the 

theme "Portrait, preacher, Mindanao”.  

 The said conference was opened to priests, 

religious brothers and sisters, lay people graduate and 

undergraduate students in Theology and religious studies 

who are seeking affirmation, empowerment and renewal 

in the charism and ministry of preaching.  

 A Eucharistic celebration marked the beginning of 

the event with Rev. Fr. William LaRousie, MM, Episcopal 

Vicar for Institute of Consecrated Life and Societies of 

Apostolic Life, Archdiocese of Davao as officiating priest. 

The program was divided into morning and afternoon 

sessions with different topics coherently 

 

 

 

 discussed. On the first day of the conference, Sr. Mary 

Epifania Brasil, OP from the Dominican Sisters of Regina 

Rosarii shared about "Woman Preaching” and "Preaching 

the Feast Way in Mindanao" with the Light of Jesus 

Community - Davao Chapter. Then, a Eucharistic celebration 

opened the 2nd day presided by the Rev. Fr. Clarence 

Marquez, OP, Director for Institute of Preaching and Rev. 

John Stephen Besa, OP as the homilist. Consequently, a 

lecture on, "Preaching in Islam” was given by Ustadz Janor 

Balo of AI Qalam Institute for Islamic Identities and Dialogue 

in Asia, Ateneo de Davao University. It was followed by a 

talk on “Missiology of the New Evangelization”, given by 

Rev. Fr. Carlos Ronquillo, CSSR of St. Alphonsus 

Theological and Mission Institute (SAT- MI) while Mr. Amado 

Guerrero Saño facilitated the workshop on Alternative 

Preaching through Mural Art. 

 On the last day, another Eucharistic celebration 

was held to mark the last day of the said Conference. 

Presided by Rev. Fr. Jose Martin Sibug, OP, the Mass was 

joyfully celebrated. This was followed by a talk on 

“Spirituality of the Preacher" by Rev. Fr. Filemon dela Cruz, 

Jr. OP, Vice Rector for Religious Affairs of the University of 

Sto. Tomas, Manila and a talk on "Theology of Preaching for 

Mindanao" was given by Rev. Fr. Enrico Gonzales, OP of 

the Institute of Preaching, Quezon City. Ө 

Courtesy of Google images 
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UPDATE: “Heart for the Mission - Ad Gentes, Ad Extra” 

PHP 148, 179. 95 

This is the collection as of December 15,  2014 to support our missionary endeavors in 

Vietnam, Ethiopia and other mission territories in the future. Heartfelt gratitude to generous 
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QUALITY TIME WITH 

THE LORD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 The Sta. Catalina Spirituality Center personnel of 

Baguio City had their recollection last August 31 to 

September 1, 2014 as part of the mission of the Centers 

personnel development. Sister Rhodora reviewed the 

staff  manual  with them and Sr. Nellita talked on the virtues 

& values of Mother Francisca del Espiritu Santo de 

Fuentes.  The Recollection facilitator was Fr. Vic Munar, he 

also heard confessions and celebrated the Holy Mass 

afterwards. Indeed, the recollection helped the SCSC 

personnel to be more fruitful in their duties as partners of the 

Congregation of the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of 

THE LAY MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES 

OF MOTHER FRANCISCA DEL 

ESPIRITU SANTO DE FUENTES  

EXPANDED 

 The Mother Francisca Commission headed by Mother Jesusa 

Enginco, OP has lately installed a new LMAMFES Beaterio in the 

School of Criminal Justice of Manuel L. Quezon University in Quiapo, 

Manila last September 4, 2014. A Eucharistic celebration was offered to 

mark the Installation Rites presided by the Rev. Fr. David Clay, Campus 

Minister and Chaplain of the University. 

 The event was attended by some of the Sisters of the 

Congregation particularly, Sr. Vicky Salcedo, OP; Sr. Gloria Camitan, 

OP; Sr. Miriam Litor, OP; Sr. Rhea Castillo, OP; Sr. Marina Gutierrez, 

OP; Sr. Marites Barrientos, OP and Mother Jesusa Enginco, 

OP as well as the students of the school of Criminal Justice 

of the said university. 

 The newly installed Beaterio has Bro. Federico F. 

Militante, Ph.D. professor and criminologist as the founder 

and the following are the newly installed LAMFES officers of 

the MLQU Beaterio, all are BS Criminology students namely: 

Bro. Graham Dee O. Marinda as the Prior, Bro. Arvie C. 

Magbanua as the Vice Prior Sis. March Jale A. Paradiang as 

the Secretary, Sis. Maria Shiela G. Delos Santos as the Asst. 

Secretary, Bro. Kim Ian S. Olano as in-charge in Finance and 

Bro. Jerwin R. Plata as the P.R.O., while Bro. Roebin P. 
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By: Sr. Ma. Agnes V. Cardiño, OP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Professor Alberto Quattrucci, Secretary General of 

Peoples and Religion Community of Sant’ Egidio asserted 

that “Peace is living together among different people and 

requires every person to stand up in order to build a true 

and peace” during the International Peace Conference with 

the theme, “Peace is Living Together: Religions and Culture 

in Dialogue for Peace and Reconciliation in Mindanao” held 

at the Notre Dame University, Cotabato City last June 6 to 

7, 2014. This was attended by some of the Sisters in 

Mindanao. 

 The said conference was convened by His 

Eminence Cardinal Orlando Quevedo, Archibishop of 

Cotabato together with the community of Sant’ Egidio and 

in cooperation with the Muhammadiyah from Indonesia and 

with the support of the European Union, the Italian 

Government and the Notre Dame University. 

 The conference on interreligious and intellectual 

dialogue for peace was participated in by various 

international, political, social and cultural organizations. 

This aimed to support the peace process and broaden 

participation in all realities, religious, civil and political of 

Mindanao in response to the implementation and 

monitoring of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement on the 

Bangsamoro between the Government and the MILF. 

 As an appointed representative of Sant’ Egidio 

Community, Professor Quatticco was very thankful about 

the Peace Conference in which he said, “It was an event 

that everyone had been long awaited and dreamed of. This 

conference can be the beginning or it can fall between the 

first steps of the new and crucial process for peace in 

the whole island of Mindanao”. He also emphasized 

the crucial role of religions in building a more just 

society which was divided into two areas: First, 

Promotion and Reaffirmation of the Value of Life and 

secondly, A New Trust in Politics as Working for the 

Construction of Common Good. 

 

 

 

 
 

 During the Plenary Session on the second and 

last day of the Conference, the following topics were 

presented, Part 1 - Peace Process on the 

Bangsamoro: Significant Experiences; Part 2 - 

Witnesses of Dialogue in Mindanao: Religious 

Experience and NGO Practices; Part 3 - Local Political 

Realities and Challenges in Peace Building in 

Mindanao; Part 4 - Educational and Culture of Peace: 

The future of Mindanao; Part 5 - Economic 

Development and Peace in Mindanao. 

 Among the presenters were significant 

religious leaders, political representatives, peoples 

belonging to the local administrations as well as 

personalities coming from the world of education and 

culture. The Peace Conference ended with the 

reading of the Appeal for Peace in Mindanao by three 

young people consists of a Muslim, a Christian and an 

Indigenous Lumad and farewell dinner with the young 

people in NDU Gymnasium. 

 Finally, “May every actor in this process find today 

the Courage to Hope, in order to engage himself/herself in 

a positive way, to work together for the future of the 

Philippines and Bangsamoro, because the future is peace 

and Peace is together”, Prof. Quattrucci concluded.  Ө 
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Installation Rites of the newly instituted Beaterio at Manuel L. Quezon University School of 
Criminal Justice in Quiapo, Manila.  

 

New  Beaterio at MLQU LMAMFES with OP-Siena Sisters 

Dr. Federico F. Militante with Fr. David Clay 

With MLQ University oficials 
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SCEMS HOLD AYTA DAY 

CELEBRATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Ayta Day celebration was held last October 24, 

2014 at Siena College Extension Mission School in Pasbul, 

Porac, Pampanga. The event was participated in by some of 

the Sisters: Sr. Gloria Camitan, OP, Sr. Rhea Castillo, OP 

and Mother Jesusa Enginco, OP together with some of the 

MFCMFI - Religious Education students of Siena College, 

Quezon City. 

 The celebration aimed to promote and preserve the 

cultural traditions and values of the Ayta community and so a 

series of traditional dance numbers and games were 

presented by the pupils of SCEMS. Likewise, a stunning skill 

of how an Ayta creates a fire using indigenous materials such 

as bamboo, stones and dried leaves was shown by some of 

the community elders. Also, as part of the celebration the 

Aytas wore their native attires with pride and confidence. 

During the Agape, boiled camote, cassava and gabi were 

served and every participant was sure to have been satisfied 

of the Aytas’ native food. Ө 

The Ayta pupils dancing their Courtship Dance 

The Ayta community’s native lunch served for all 

Ayta mothers preparing their native food 

 

Merry Christmas and 

May you feel God’s presence in the candles that softly spread their glow at 
Christmas and may you experience the wonders of His abiding love as He guide 

you through each day of the coming year. 
An ayta mother playing a guitar during dances 


