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The Positio is a book of 
extraordinary life and virtues of 
the Servant of God Francisca 
del Espiritu Santo de Fuentes.  
It contains a total of 543 
pages. This is the most recent 
document of the Servant of God 
after a strenous but life-giving 
spirit of preparation under the 
supervision of its Relatore, 
Rev. Fr. Vincenzo  Criscuolo, 
ofmcap. This book offers us 
extensive knowledge of who 
Mother Francisca could 
really be in God's eyes from 
the point of view of a human 
being.  Nevertheless, let us not undermine the power of 
the Holy Spirit working through the minds  and hearts 
of persons He entrusted to fulfill His cause.

LMAMFES   BEATERIO PULILAN
    We, the hermanos and hermanas of this 
Beaterio, believed that the spirit of Mo.Francisca 
could be kept alive through our witnessing of 
her virtues. We held various activities for the 
promotion of life and works of Mo. Francisca 
and she is becoming known in our place. 

   There are four areas of planned activities to 
make our whole being complete. The pictures 
and the activities are just some proofs that the 
LMAMFES Beaterio Pulilan are actively doing 
their best and their share to spread the mission 
of Mo. Francisca.
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CAUSES FOR BEATIFICATION AND CANONIZATION

To our dear Readers,  becoming a proclaimed saint 
by the Church has no easy way.  However, inspired by the 
Foundress’ exemplary life, and encouraging efforts of 
supportive church authorities, the Congregation decided 
to pursue with the process.  In the end, only God can 
make things happen and His ways prevail.  In this issue, 
more interesting questions about how the process moved 
up will be particularly answered.

THE POSITIO OF THE SERVANT OF GOD
PART 2 INTRODUCTIO GENERALIS 

THE HISTORY OF THE CAUSE   
OF THE SERVANT OF GOD

All efforts were made to push through this noble 
plan.  However, the attempts did not progress for the 
following reasons: 

1. the lack of discovery of documents about her life.  
2. the need for a stable resource to finance the project. 
3. the failure to find any sign of a tomb or a mound 

after excavating the area of the Gospel side of the 
main altar of the old Chapel of San Juan de Letran 
in Intramuros where Mother Francisca was buried on 
August 24, 1711.

However, the Dominican Fathers sustained the 
inspiration and courage of Mother Natividad Pilapil 
telling her that even with the little funds enough to 
finish a part of the project, the next generation of 
sisters will finish the process with the help of Mother 
Francisca.

Truly enough, at the 1991 General Chapter of the 
Congregation in December, a motion was made to 
reactivate the work for the Cause of Canonization of 
Mother Francisca trusting in Divine Providence.  The 
motion was approved.  

The Congregation sought the direction and advice of 
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March 3, 1706 - Decree of Archbishop Camacho
“Permission is granted to those signing above to live in enclosure, in 
the house they mention, together with the grpup of young native girls, 
to educate them in good doctrine and life. Breve, Appendix 6, p.137
April 24, 1706  -  Decree Declaring the approval  
                              of the Beaterio de Santa Catalina de Sena                                  
"...since it will have the necessary means for its maintenance, due to the 
donation granted by Gen.  D. Juan Escano y Cordova, as can be seen in this 
process, that there was no impediment hindering the legitimate foundation 
and erection of the said Beaterio in accordance with the canonical law and 
Apostolic Bulls referring to this matter...." Breve, Appendix 8,pp.140.144

S.Y. 2019-2020

pray

serve

play

March 23, 2019, Attended the Lenten Recollection 
together with St. Dominic Academy personnel and 
this is facilitated by Rev. Fr. Manuel Anastacio.

December 6, 2018, First Friday Mass presided 
by Rev. Fr. Juvenson Alarcon the assistant 
parish priest of  SIL,  and Installation of new 
LMAMFES and COMFES members.

On-going for-
mation of the 
old members 
and prepara-
tion for instal-
lation of new 
members.

study

December 22, 2018,  The active and 
newly installed members visited the 
families living near the Dumpsite 
area of Pulilan.  They gave them adult 
and child catechesis, shared gifts and 
serenaded the families. The expenses 
of these activities were taken from the 
fund they raised during caroling. On 
this same day, they also visited a very 
sick woman from the place.

November 7, 2018 
Meeting of Advisers 
and LMAMFES Rep-
resentatives at MFC  
Office for the prepa-
ration of the 6th Na-
tional Hermandad in 
Baguio City.

July 28, 2018, Visit 
to the elderly of OP-
Sisters at Tahanang 
Siena at San Jose 
del Monte Bulacan. 
Sharing of snacks 
and gift – giving to 
the Sisters.

April 6, 2019 Visited 
the inmates of Munici-
pal Jail of Pulilan and 
have some bible shar-
ing , giving of snacks 
and goods.
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THAT SHE MAY BE KNOWN....
the Dominican and Oblate Fathers.  
Symposia, conferences, talks on 
Mother Francisca and the history 
of the Beaterio were organized. 

There was the establishment of the 
Mother Francisca Commission with 
the main objective of facilitating 
the process for the Cause for 
Canonization of Mother Francisca.  
The Commission is made up of 2 
main committees on research and 
promotion, both committees function 
simultaneously.  The task of the 
promotion committee is to spread 
out the information (product of the 
research committee) about the life 
and holiness of the Servant of God.  
To carry out this task effectively, the 
Commission thought of various ways 
to diffuse the life and virtues of 
Mother Francisca.

In 1994, the Congregation sought 
the Ecclesiastical approval of the 
English prayer for the intercession 
of Mother Francisca from the 
Archbishop of Manila, Jaime L. 
Cardinal Sin.  Later, there was a need for a 
Filipino translation and then other dialects 
and languages followed.  

When the Tricentennial Celebration of 
the formal foundation of the Beaterio de 
Santa Catalina was launched in 1995, 
Fr. Fidel Villarroel, OP, the Historian and 
Archivist of the University of Santo Tomas, 
took the liberty of suggesting to the Prioress 
General, then, Mother Cecilia Calaguas, 
OP, that a fitting activity of the celebration 
is to write a documented history of the 
Congregation and to redeem the memory 
of Mother Francisca and of the Beaterio by 
publishing in English the Breve Relación of 
Fr. Juan de Santo Domingo.  Such English 
version could serve as a Vademecum for 
novices, for professed Sisters, for Superiors and for the 
personnel, parents, students and alumni of the schools 
run by the Congregation.

And so the following year, on July 26, 1996, the 
English version of the Breve Relación was presented.  The 
original Spanish text has been translated into English 
by a team of Dominican Sisters of the Congregation 
under the direction of Sister Ma. Aurelia Navarro, OP.  
With this English version readers better understand and 
appreciate the life and virtues of Mother Francisca.  
Thus, the interest and enthusiasm of the Sisters of the 
Congregation in working for the Cause for Beatification 
grew more intense. 

On February 22, 2000, Fr. Innocenzo Venchi, OP was 
nominated as Postulator for the Cause of Canonization 
of Mother Francisca del Espiritu Santo by the Prioress 
General, Mother Aurora Villaverde, OP, and his 

nomination was approved 
by the Archbishop of Manila, 
H.E. Jaime L. Cardinal Sin.   
Members of the different 
Commissions and Tribunal 
were appointed. 

On March 11, 2003, 
the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints gave 
its “Nihil Obstat” for the 
Causes of Beatification and 
Canonization of the Servant 
of God Francisca del Espíritu 
Santo de Fuentes.   

On July 8, 2003, the First 
Session which constituted 
the Formal Opening of the 
Diocesan Process for the 
Causes of Beatification and 
Canonization of the Servant 
of God Francisca del 
Espíritu Santo de Fuentes 
was celebrated at the Sto. 
Domingo Church, Shrine of 
Our Lady of the Rosary of 

La Naval de Manila in Quezon City.  The Vice-Postulator 
of the Causes, Fr. Honorato C. Castigador, O.P. presented 
the petition for the Initiation of the Diocesan Inquiry into 
the Life, Virtues and Fame of Sanctity of the same Servant 
of God before the Episcopal Delegate, the Reverend 
Geronimo F. Reyes on behalf of His Eminence Jaime L. 
Cardinal Sin, Archbishop of Manila, presiding, in the 
presence of the Members of the Tribunal, Historical and 
Theological Commissions. The Ceremony was followed 
by a Thanksgiving Mass.   The venue was significant for 
the celebration because it was in Sto. Domingo Church 
in Intramuros where Mother Francisca frequented the 
Sacraments and donned the habit of a Terciaria de Sto. 
Domingo. 

The Process on the Diocesan Inquiry on the life, virtues 
and fame of sanctity of the Servant of God lasted for 
three (3) years (2000-2003) from the Nomination of 

introduced the 32 Witnesses to 
the Members of the Tribunal.  The 
Judge Delegate administered the 
oath and the 32 Witnesses took 
their turns before the Tribunal as 
scheduled.

The Cause of the Servant of 
God Francisca del Espiritu Santo 
de Fuentes is considered an Ancient 
Cause so that the testimonies of 
the Witnesses are classified as de 
auditu.

On the 8th day of October 2003, 
the Judge Delegate accompanied 
by the Promoter of Justice and the 
Notary visited the Motherhouse of 
the Congregation of Dominican 
Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena.  
The Judge Delegate did not find 
any trace of undue cult rendered 
to the Servant of God.  In the 
Main Chapel of the Motherhouse 
as well as the oratories of the 
Sisters’ Communities there is  no 
image of Mother Francisca. There 
were paintings of her in corridors 
and halls of the Residence and 
Offices, but they are depicted 
without the halo of light nor any 
other indication reserved for 
beatified or canonized persons.  
The same is true of the paintings 
or representations of the Servant 
of God that are exhibited in most 
of the Houses and schools of the 
Congregation.   

  ..to be continued next issue.

the Postulator on February 
22, 2000, to the Closing 
of the Diocesan Process 
on Inquiry on December 6, 
2003. However, it took only 
five (5) months from the 
Formal Opening Ceremony 
of the Diocesan Inquiry (July 
8, 2003)  to the Closing 
Ceremony (December 6, 
2003).

Sessions 2-7 on the 
depositions  of 32 Witnesses 
on the life, virtues, and fame 
of sanctity of the Servant of 
God Francisca del Espíritu 
Santo de Fuentes were held 
on July 9, 10, 11, 12, 14 and 
15, 2003 at one o’clock in the 
afternoon. These were done 
before the Judge Delegate, 
Fr. Samson Silloriquez, 
OAR and Associate Judge, 
Fr. Alex V. Amandy, in the 
presence of the Promoter 
of Justice, Msgr. Sabino A. 
Vengco, Jr., and the First 
Notary, Sr. Ma. Virginia 
M. Balayon, OP assisted 
by the Second Notary, Sr. 
Myra D. delos Santos, OP, 
at the Conference Hall of 
the Generalate House of 
the Dominican Sisters of St. 
Catherine of Siena, with 
the address at 127 Sta. 
Catalina St., Quezon City, 
Philippines. 

Fr. Honorato C. Castigador, 
OP, who stood as Postulator, 
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Ako po si  Josefina Caleon ng Pulilan, Bulacan ay isang mananampalatya kay Kristo. Madalas na nagsisimba 
tuwing araw ng linggo at pista ng pangilin. Marami din po akong gawain na sinasamahan tulad ng pagdalaw sa 
mga preso at pagpapakain sa mga batang  mahihirap tuwing Martes. Isang araw ng akoy naglalakad ako ay 
nakapulot ng prayer leaflet na kulay dilaw nakalagay ang mukha ni Madre Francisca, hindi ko po sya 
kakilala. Pero buhat ng napulot ko siya ay araw-araw ko na pong dinarasal ang kanyang panalangin.    
   Makalipas ang isang taon nagkita po kami ni Sis. Bangge na isa na pong LMAMFES sa St. Dominic Academy. Na 
recruit po niya ako para maging LMAMFES at duon ko po lubos na nakilala si Madre Francisca. Sa araw-araw po 
lagi po akong nagdarasal sa kanya at humihiling na tulungan niya ako sa pagpapa-aral sa aking mga anak na nasa 
kolehiyo. At sa awa at tulong ni Madre Francisca ay natapos po lahat ng aking mga anak sa pag-aaral at ngayon 
po sila ay may mga trabaho na.  

Ako po ay labis nagpasasalamat sa Panginoong Diyos sa pamamagitan po ni Madre Francisca na ang bigay 
niya ay isang himala, dahil kami po ay isang mahirap lamang,  isang magsasaka ang aking asawa at akoy ay isang 
maybahay pero napagtapos namin ang aming mga anak sa awa at tulong ng Poong Maykapal.

From Witness:  Josefina Caleon  from  Beaterio - Pulilan                                 

The Positio ...continued from page 2


