
Christmas everyday....

 There could be varied ways of looking through 
the meaning of Christmas. One’s viewpoint 
from actual life experience could highly affect 
her/his finding meaning of the celebration. 

  Personally, and also,  I am well aware of two 
more families in my hometown whose loved 
ones lie in state during Christmas days.  What 
would Christmas be for a bereaved family?  

   Let’s start with how it would feel. Should I 
say - NUMBNESS?  Or sort of no emotion, 
insensible.  Yes, its Christmas time but the feeling 
is so peculiar.  The emotion is overwhelmed with 
emptiness, and irrepressible memories of the 
deceased loved one keep on flashing back, 
triggering more uncontrolled tears.  

  Relatives, friends and even unfamiliar faces 
near and far come to console us. Sadly, their 
presence brings to focus the bitter reality; our 
beloved is truly gone. However, the occasion also 
brings out the fact, they too loved our beloved  
and  that they, too,  are pained by the loss.  

    The countdown of days to her burial gradually 
ushers the forlorn spirit into momentum 
prayers, surrender to God’s Divine Will, the 
remeniscence of the past assures brighter side 
and turns horrid thoughts of death into hope 
of a New Life journey - our dear loved one 
has just received the passport to enjoy God’s 
eternal bliss with Him in heaven …and so - WE 
PRAY, WE TRUST, We continue to HOPE.    

   PRAY…TRUST….HOPE... this is the message 
of Christmas for us!

 Who are we to contest God’s generosity?  
God ONLY gives! He does NOT take away 
from us. For whatever we thought we have or 

A Visit To A Four Walled Building
 The  LMAMFES  are  really   special, 
so was the treatment accorded to us 
as we entered the facility.  We  were 
not bodily searched, our bags were 
not inspected.  Our cellphones are 
with us all the time and we wore 
their special I.D. with bold letters 
VISITOR.

  Where was this?  The place is 
South Cotabato Provincial Jail…. 
dated September 22, 2018.  The 
LMAMFES were there to brighten 
the day of the female inmates.

  Morning prayer started the day 
followed by the patriotic singing of the Philippine 
National Anthem.  Prioress Hmna. Norma Ladica 
delivered a little speech of why we were there, 
followed by the spiritual advice of Sr. Alfie, the 
Spiritual Director of Beaterio-Marbel.

   Most of the inmates are young… in their 20’s & 
30’s and the Zumba time led by LMAMFES dancers 
with experts male Zumba instructors enticed the 
inmates to join and dance to their hearts delight.

  While taking a break, the LMAMFES distributed 
hygiene kits to all the inmates with mineral water 
and packed merienda.

  Some LMAMFES talked to the girls….what 
brought them there and about anything and 
everything they waited eagerly to share.  It is sad 
to note that most of their cases were drug related. 
Although, some of them will nearly receive 
conditional pardon and release, others are waiting 
to be bailed out, while the rest are unfortunately 
destined to stay a little bit longer inside.

   Hmna. Rosario L. Bugante, MD, who spearheaded 
this outreached with Hmna. Pinky Albaño, MD, 
both Obygyne gave medical consultation while the 
LMAMFES pharmacists took care of dispensing free 
medicines.  The number of patients was limited due 
to constraints of time and supply of medicines.

   It was a half day activity but the joy on the inmates’ 
faces radiates and the experience of the day’s visit 
will remarkably be remembered. The LMAMFES 
themselves went home fulfilled and happier than 
ever.  Making someone special by lending a listening 
heart and offering ones shoulder creates emphatic 
meaning and fulfilment.  Indeed, give joy and it will 
bounce back to you.  Do something that will give a 
difference even for a day in other people’s lives.
 
REFLECTION:  Life is what you make it.  Happiness 
is not only about material things but the inner joy 
it emanates when you give your valued time and 
material things for others.
 
                                 Hmna.  Vilma Balinas
                            LMAMFES Beaterio Marbel
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whatever we have considered ever since as ours is actually 
His.  Everything we have - except sin, is by His Grace that when 
time ripens, in His time, He may claim it back - at any moment, 
in any place, in any manner. He alone has the benevolence to 
claim it back. As a matter of Truth, God deserves a THANK 
YOU for sharing to us WHAT HE HAS – for us to love and 

cherish while on earth.
    
  Christmas is all about our 
Lord, the God who gives.  
What He gives may come 
in different wrappings and 
sizes,  and He gives because 
He loves.  

  The Christmas babe in 
the manger shows us the 
real meaning of Love - 

generosity, humility, selflessness, forgiveness.  One has only to 
be convinced about this truth to make Christmas a daily event 
in her/his own life.  

   Our dear Mother Francisca did so; she made every day 
a Christmas testament. Fr. Juan de Sto. Domingo said, “After 
becomig a widow, she gave herself truly to the service of God, 
with much profit to her soul and much perseverance in mental 
and vocal prayers, so that  her house seemed to be an oratory. 
She was charitable to the poor, in such a way that having 
nothing over, she gave out what was necessary…”(Breve XII, 
p.106).  
 
   The timeless ripples of her love and dedicated service to 
the poor sick and the young lives on through her intercessory 
prayers and the apostolic life of the Sisters of the Congregation 
she founded, and which is also emulated by her devotees 
and lay followers,  the LMAMFES. 

   In this issue, we continue to know her living legacy through 
the Positio, the testimony of Mrs. Lorizel Baxa Mendoza from 
Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S.A., and the shared experience of the 
LMAMFES-Beaterio Marbel on their visit to the inmates of 
South Cotabato Provincial Jail.
         
“Mother Francisca,  help us to committedly respond to the call 

of making Christmas an everyday act to prove our sincere 
thanks and love to the God who Only Loves and Gives. Amen.”
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From Witness,  Mrs. Lorizel Baxa Mendoza 
                          Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S.A.

My name is Lorizel Baxa Mendoza, married to Albert Ramento 
Mendoza. Our son, Jake B. Mendoza was only 4 lbs when he was 
born on February 2, 2003. We live in Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S.A..  

At a young age, Jake had seizures and was prescribed medication. 
His skin turned yellowish and his blood tests confirmed  he had  a 
liver problem: Biliary Atrisia.  He had a biopsy and  was taken to 
Kapiolani Hospital in Hawaii under the care of  Dr. Ken Nagamori.  
When Jake was only 3 months, he had liver surgery at Kaiser 
Moanalua for 8 hours. However, it was not successful. A liver 
transplant was necessary. 

Kaiser Hospital referred him to a liver Specialist at Kapiolani 
Hospital and to the doctors from a transplant team that comes 
every six months from California to Hawaii. They recommeded a 
liver transplant and Jake  needed to go to Lucille Packard Children’s 
Hospital at Stanford in California. Since he was only 1 year old, it was 
decided then, that the surgery will wait until he is ready. Meanwhile, 
every month, Jake had a checkup and blood test. His  bones were 
very weak that at 3 years old, he had a fracture on the left leg. 

The doctors in Hawaii decided to get Jake's name on the transplant 
waiting list and finally received a liver donor on November 27, 2007. 
The family stayed at the Ronald McDonald House for 2 months in the 
hospital. 

In 2009, Jake was 6 years old and his body was rejecting the 
liver that was transplanted in him. His veins had obstruction, and 
Jake's complexion turned yellow again. At Stanford, he got another 
transplant, his vein was fixed and his complexion went back to 
normal. 

In October 2012, Jake’s stomach was filled with water, and was 
admitted for three (3) weeks  in Kapiolani Hospital. The doctors 
panicked and decided that Jake should go back to California. 
He had difficulty breathing and couldn’t afford to wait for the 
transplant team that comes every 6 months. So Jake, the doctor 
and nurse flew to California for surgery in December 2012. 

Each night over the phone I, and my friend Rosita N. Figueroa 
invoked the intercession of Mother Francisca and prayed the 
Novena to the Divine Mercy. I cried and prayed for my son, the 
doctors and nurses. 

On the 8th day of the novena, the 2 veins were unblocked and 
the water was drained. All the tubes were taken off. On the 9th 
day, the doctor at Stanford  decided to send Jake home. I was 
scared. The doctor asked me to take Jake home to recover. Jake 
was discharged from the hospital in December 2012. 

Rosita N. Figueroa’s nun sister, sister Aurelia Navarro traveled 
from Philippines, to Hawaii, Las Vegas, Arizona, and visited 
our family in those trips. From 2013 (April 16 to May 16) and 
December 2014 to January 2, 2015, sister Aurelia Navarro went 
to Hawaii to visit Jake and prayed for him. I took Sister Aurelia 
Navarro to attend mass at St. Philomena and Holy Family in 
Honolulu, Hawaii in her visits. She and I asked and prayed 
to Mother Francisca del Espiritu Santo for her intervention in 
Jake’s health. We prayed Mother Francisca’s novena, the Divine 
Mercy, and the Rosary. Since then, as of late (2018), Jake has 
been in good health! Jake graduated in 8th grade at Aliamanu 
Intermediate school in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Thank you Mother Francisca del Espiritu Santo for your 
intervention! 

THAT SHE MAY BE KNOWN....

The Positio is a book of 
extraordinary life and virtues of 
the Servant of God Francisca 
del Espiritu Santo de Fuentes.  
It contains a total of 543 
pages. This is the most recent 
document of the Servant of 
God after a strenous but life-
giving spirit of preparation 
under the supervision of its 
Relatore, Rev. Fr. Vincenzo  
Criscuolo, ofmcap. This book 
offers us extensive knowledge 
of who Mother Francisca 
could really be in God's eyes 
from the point of view of a 
human being.  Nevertheless, 
let us not undermine the 
power of the Holy Spirit 
working through the minds  and hearts of persons 
He entrusted to fulfill His cause.

  In this issue, we continue with part 2 - General 
Intruduction of about 23 pages. In the previous issue, 
we started with the topic on “The Brief Profile of 
the Servant of God”. At this time, we give you,  “The 
History of the Cause of the Servant of God” which 
covers  at least 9 pages of the Positio excluding 
footnotes.  Thus, this topic alone might cover 3 issues 
of our Newsletter.  

THE HISTORY OF THE CAUSE 
OF THE SERVANT OF GOD

  Undoubtedly the most significant sign of the 
reputation of holiness of the Servant of God Francisca 
del Espíritu Santo de Fuentes was the holy grounds 
where her body was laid to rest, witnessed and 
written about by her confessor and spiritual director, 
Fr. Juan de Santo Domingo in Breve Relación:  “A la 
tarde la enterramos en esta Iglesia de S. Juan de 
Letrán con la solemnidad posible, y fue la primera 
que tomó posesión.  Su sepultura está arriba de las 
gradas del altar mayor, al lado del Evangelio.”
 
  It may be said that the popular memory and 

devotion about Mother Francisca has been very 
limited and subdued.  But on the other hand, the 
memory of her name and life has been quite strong 
among the Dominicans of the Province of the Holy 
Rosary, among the Sisters of the old Beaterio and 
among those of the Congregation of the Sisters of St. 
Catherine of Siena, which succeeded the Beaterio. 
The memory is also evident and continuous in the 

THE POSITIO OF THE SERVANT OF GOD
writings of historians, chroniclers and in 
various events which the Christian piety 
of the faithful has testified to their 
knowledge of Mother Francisca or to 
their admiration and devotion towards 
her.  In other words her memory 
continued after her death.  It could be 
said that her memory was united to her 
fame of sanctity.

The following testimonies can bring 
light the continuity of her fame of 
sanctity: 

1. The same year of her death, two 
months after, October 28, 1711, 
Fr. Juan de Santo Domingo, wrote 
his “Breve Relación de la Fundación 
y Progreso del Beaterio de Santa 
Catalina de esta Ciudad de Manila”.  
In this he spoke intensively of Mother 

Francisca putting prominence on her holy life. 

2. The tomb of Mother Francisca was located in the 
Church of San Juan de Letran of Manila over the steps 
of the Main Altar on the side of the Gospel.
 
  3. We name some of the written testimonies following 
the death of the Servant of God: 

a. After the death of Mother Francisca, the Acts of 
the Provincial Chapter of the Province of the Holy 
Rosary of the Philippines spoke intensively of her.  
The Provincial Chapter celebrated in Manila on 
April 12, 1712, included a necrology of her, which 
gave a scholarly information about her life, above 
all about her sublime virtues. 

b. In Historia de la Provincia del Santísimo Rosario 
de Filipinas, Tercera Parte, Manila 1742, Fr. 
Vicente Salazar’s narration manifested his personal 
admiration for Mother Francisca.  He must have 
heard oral testimonies of the elder Beatas about 
Mother Francisca and about the foundation. 

c. In La Historia de Filipinas, Manila 1790 written by 
Juan de la Concepcion of the Order of Augustinian 
Recollects, he provided a non-domestic testimony 
of the continuation of the fame of holiness of the 
Servant of God.  He devoted Chapter XI to the 
foundation of the Beaterio de Santa Catalina, 
although he relied heavily on the Breve Relación of 
Fr. Juan de Santo Domingo. 

d. In Milicia de Jesucristo.  Manual de los Hermanos 
y Hermanas de la Tercera Orden de Penitencia 
de Santo Domingo, 1859, Fr. Francisco Gaínza,  

of the Dominican Order who lived and died with 
popular opinion of holiness.  Among this great 
choir of saintly Dominicans, Fr. Álvarez included 
in the group of “Venerables Religiosas” Mother 
Francisca del Espíritu Santo.

The author copies literally, from beginning to 
end, the life of the Servant of God written by 
Fr. Francisco Gaínza in 1859, in his Milicia de 
Jesucristo.  However, the wide circulation attained 
by Fr. Álvarez’ work served as a means for the 
life and virtues of the Servant of God to be 
disseminated together with other saints and the 
venerable men and women, sons and daughters 
of St. Dominic.

g. There were other writings on her in the years, 
1870, 1872, 1874, 1884-1959.  
                               . 
                          ..to be continued next issue.

presented Filipino models of virtue mostly related 
to the Beaterio de Santa Catalina. Outstanding 
among them was Mother Francisca del Espíritu Santo 
which was accompanied by a drawing by artist C. 
Borromeo, which is now the official portrait of Mother 
Francisca.   

e. In Historia de la Provincia del Santísimo Rosario 
de Filipinas, Manila 1783, Fr. Domingo Collantes, 
dedicated Chapter 35, on the  Vida de la Venerable 
Madre Francisca del Espíritu Santo, Fundadora del 
Beaterio de Santa Catalina de Sena de la Ciudad de 
Manila. 

f.     Paulino Álvarez, OP, in Santos, Bienaventurados, 
Venerables de la Orden de Predicadores, Manila 
1923,  wrote a Biography of Mother Francisca.  In 
Spain and in the Spanish speaking countries, the above 
cited work is well known for its abundant collection 
of biographies and hagiographies of the members 

The History continues...


