
The question - "Para kanino ka bumabangon"? A coffee 
endorser says, "sa pamilya.... sigurado ako gagawin ko ang 
lahat...kailangan lang,  sigurado ang tapang ko - parang 
bagong Nescafe ...pinakape, pinacreamy... - Ikaw, para kanino 
ka bumabangon?".   

Why do you get up?  You could  choose to stay in bed whole 
day.  Have you ever experienced waking up but lazily curled 
back to bed, then all of a sudden  your  spirit lighted up, your 
senses alerted and quickly sprung out of bed? Behold, there 
you are once again - up and about. 

Just a thought, but would you agree with me, that every day 
we get up and live our life for what motivates or inspires 
us? Our thoughts and what is in store in our hearts from 
the moment we lay down our back in bed and open our 
eyes are the creamer factors of our life (like Nescafe) that 
will eventually push us up even though our bodies ache and 
clamor for more rest, or that our weighed down spirits might 
contiguously pin us down to bed. 

I strongly believe that you will agree with me, that deep within 
our conscious desire to live every day is the 
Creator of life. That He, our Life Himself is the 
Ultimate Source of inspiration and  animates 
us to anticipate a better day with a revitalized 
drooping spirit even to those who perceive 
life as seemingly cruel and  no longer worth 
living.

I wonder what Mother Francisca del Espiritu 
Santo de Fuentes would say about this thought?  
What could have made her life creamier and 
yummier despite its bitter taste?

Indeed, the Foundress was born in Intramuros, 
Manila during the 17th Century where people are defined by 
status quo as highly influenced by Western culture and power 

where women were yet to find their place in the society. 
But come to think that Mother Francisca lived and made 
a difference. She seemed to have been born not to be 
challenged down by the signs of the 17th century time but 
by her love and virtuous disposition, she was an exemplary 
woman.  She challenged the time of  the inequality of 
men and women - the women could be visibly seen and 
not merely enclosed at home. She endearingly proven that 
women were potentially the equipped partners of men to 
build a better 17th Century Philippines.   She tested the 
patience and got the support of men in authority with 
her small group's persistent desire to live in community 
while in pursuit of their advocacy of caring for the weak 
and lost hanging around the poor vicinity by giving them 
new reasons to live and hope for a better future. 

Thus, for Mother Francisca, the real essence of the 
challenges of her time and the true spirit of power is 
found by compassionately  responding to the needs of 
the poor sick, the strayed and uneducated young native 
girls, and the left out of the society.  These certainly were 
the stimulating factors why Mother Francisca and her 
companion Beatas opted to get up everyday and live their 
lives daily.  They chose to live in order to love,  and to 
love in order to live life to the full. 

For God is the power, honor and glory. 

Dear Friends and followers of Mother Francisca, 
we invite you to read more and probe into 
her deepest motivation and her truer self 
before God as perceived and approved by the 
Historical and Theological Commissions in Rome. 
The Mother Francisca Commission has published 
a pamphlet, The Mother Francisca's Way, Heroic 
Practice of Virtues. You may also download the 
e-copy from the resources link of her website.  

Inside this issue, we feature the introductory part 
of the Positio of the Servant of God, a testimonial 

of her intercession and shared experiences on promotion 
drive of LMAMFES Beaterio Marbel. 

MO. FRANCISCA PROMOTION DRIVE
 Soon after the visit to Beaterio Marbel of M. Ma. 
Jesusa G. Enginco, OP and by Sr.  Myra delos Santos, OP, 
on January 6, 2017, the LMAMFES didn’t waste time to 
do the task which was asked of them to do.  A few days 
after, Hermana Norma A. Ladica called for a special 
meeting of all Beaterio members where the main agenda 
tackled was how and when to implement the promotion 
for the Causes of Beatification and 
Canonization of the Servant of 
God, Mother Francisca.  Plans and 
strategies were devised and every 
hermana was eager to participate 
and be involved.

Following the steps on how to go 
about the promotion as taught 
by the two Sisters, the LMAMFES 
Marbel proceeded to conduct 
their  first MF promotion at Purok 
Poticar, Brgy. Gen. Paulino Santos, 
Koronadal City on February 11, 
2018.  The members were  filled 
with high energy and considered 
their first venture a great success 
because of the huge attendance.  
The Purok chapel was almost full of 
eager listeners.  Encouraged with 
this experience, a series of similar 
activities subsequently followed.  
We introduced Mother Fancisca 
to the people in various puroks, 
subdivisions and even schools, 
never failing to give out MF prayers 
each time.

February 25, 2018 was a day to all members for the 
faithful  promoters because  it was on this blessed 
Sunday when a Mother Francisca booth was installed 
at KCC Mall, the biggest shopping center in South 
Cotabato.  It  was considered as a giant step for us 
because now  we can easily reach out to countless 
number of people young and old alike.  Twice a week, 
volunteer members distribute MF materials such as 

MF prayers, comics and pamphlets to the throng of mall 
goers.

To date, our MF promotion campaign has covered 7 
Puroks and subdivisions, several schools and a town.  On 
a Sunday morning, a group of hermanas accompanied 
by their Spiritual Adviser Sr. Alfie Villanueva, OP, 

attendad mass at the 
aforementioned town.  
The parish priest so 
kindly gave the Beaterio 
Marbel Prioress the 
opportunity to introduce 
Mother Francisca.  
Quite  members of 
parishioners were so 
enamored with the 
film viewing on Mother 
Francisca that they 
requested for the 
creation of a Beaterio 
at their place.

As of now, we have yet to 
conduct an Orientation 
and Promotion Program  
there and also to the 
towns of Banga and 
Norala, South Cotabato.  
We intend  to promote 
Mother Francisca to 
those places as soon as 
possible.

The Beatas of Marbel 
are all enthusiastic and 

intense in making    the Servant of God known, to that hope 
that soon with God’s Divine guidance, she will be elevated 
to the ranks of the elect of the Church  as Blessed. 

This we hope … this we pray…

                                  Hmna. Norma Ladica
                            LMAMFES Beaterio Marbel

FOR  INQUIRIES / PETITIONS /  ANY FAVOR GRANTED THROUGH THE INTERCESSION OF THE SERVANT OF GOD,  CONNECT WITH US  @ MOTHER FRANCISCA COMMISSION  (637) 4167871  /  motherfrancisca.info  /  mfcopsiena@gmail.com
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THIS NEWSLETTER IS ALSO AVAILABLE AND CAN BE DOWNLOADED  ONLINE.  YOU MAY FOLLOW THIS LINK:  https://motherfrancisca.info/index.php/resources/publications/magazines-newsletter

From Witness,  Mrs. Rosita N. Figueroa
                              Las Vegas, U.S.A.

My name is Rosita  N. Figueroa, I am 83 years old, 
married for 59 years to Marcelo Figueroa,  I am a 
mother of 5 which I have 4 girls and one boy who are 
all grown up.  I am a retired teacher and have served 
many years teaching religious education in school.  
Through the years, I have been an active volunteers in 
our Parish community.  I’ve served in various church 
Ministries.  One Ministry that I considered very 
“special” that holds a very special place in my heart 
is serving as a Eucharistic Minister Homebound at St. 
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Las Vegas.  It is 
very rewarding experience to be able to bring Christ 
our Lord to those who are unable to go to church.  I 
also served as an Instructor of Baptismal Preparation 
in Honolulu, Hawaii.

The very first Baptism class I handled was very 
memorable because Jake Mendoza is one of the 
children to be baptized.  His mother Lorie Mendoza 
wrote a testimonial about a divine intervention of 
Mother Francisca del Espiritu Santo de Fuentes in 
interceding Jake Mendoza during his illness, now 
fully recovered from Ascites, FTT, AKI.  And I hereby 
fully attest to that.

Lorie and her family were neighbors for many 
years in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Because of Jake’s 
illness I supported the family through many 
prayers.  Over the years, Lorie and I prayed to our 
Lord and in addition devotedly prayed the novena 
to Mother Francisca del Espiritu Santo de Fuentes 
to intercede Jake. 

Back in 2013 to 2014, my late sister Aurelia 
Navarro had been graciously following Jake’s 
health.  She’s been constantly visitng Lorie 
Mendoza’s family and always keeping their 
family in her prayers.  Lorie and Aurelia Navarro 
endlessly prayed together to Mother Francisca for 
Jake’s healing.

I’ve witnessed the Mendoza’s family ups and 
downs in life.  Through faith, hope and believing in 
God’s miracle and through the help of the novena 
to Mother Francisca, Lorie’s prayers have been 
granted.  Since then and up until now, Jake has 
been healthy!  In God’s grace Jake has been given 
a second chance...a chance to live a second life.  A 
life that will go down in history of how God work 
a miracle.

THAT SHE MAY BE KNOWN....

The Positio is a 
book of extraordinary 
life and virtues of 
the Servant of God 
Francisca del Espiritu 
Santo de Fuentes.  It 
contains a total of 543 
pages. This is the most 
recent document of the 
Servant of God after a 
strenous but life-giving 
spirit of preparation 
under the supervision 
of its Relatore, Rev. Fr. 
Vincenzo  Criscuolo, 
ofmcap. This book offers 
us extensive knowledge 
of who Mother Francisca could really be in God’s 
eyes from the point of view of a human being.  
Nevertheless, let us not undermine the power of the 
Holy Spirit working through the minds  and hearts of 
persons He entrusted to fulfill His cause.

The first part of this issue, we wish to share the 
conclusive part of the Prænotatio written by  Rev.
mi Patris Vincenzo Criscuolo, OFMCap,  Relatoris 
Causæ.  The text is originally written in Italian 
and now translated to English. The part 2, which 
occupies 23 pages of the Positio, gives us the general 
introduction which begins with the Brief Profile of 
the Servant of God.

1. THE PRAENOTATIO ON THE POSITIO ON 
THE LIFE, HEROIC VIRTUES and FAME OF 
SANCTITY OF THE SERVANT OF GOD:  

In the last paragraph of his PRAENOTATIO 
(foreword)  of the POSITIO,  the Relatore Generale 
stated: 

“We wish to definitely express with conviction that the 
documentary material, although not exuberant due to 
the destruction of the Beaterio and its archives, is in 
any case exhaustive and complete for  the purposes 
proposed by the Positio.  One  can therefore, be 

THE POSITIO OF THE SERVANT OF GOD

sure that the Most Reverend Historical 
and Theological Consultors and the 
Most Eminent and Illustrious Cardinals 
and Bishops have at their disposal with 
the present Positio, a safe and sufficient 
material to be able to issue a calm and well 
founded judgment on doubt regarding: an 
constet de virtutibus… in gradu heroic 
atque de fama sanctitatis (the practice of 
heroic virtues and fame of sanctity)  of 
the Servant of God Francisca del Espiritu 
Santo de Fuentes. 

2.  Introductio generalis (pp 1-23)
           

BRIEF PROFILE 
OF THE SERVANT OF GOD 

 
In the City of Manila, in the 17th and 18th centuries, 
the Holy Spirit of God, the Lord and life-giver, inspired 
some forms of community life among women, that 
were connected with the spirituality of the religious 
Orders who were the evangelizers of the Philippine 
Islands from the end of the 16th century. 
 
The forerunner among them was Francisca, daughter 
of Simon de Fuentes and Ana Maria del Castillo y 
Tamayo, born in Manila in 1647, widowed and 
childless at a young age, became a Dominican Tertiary 
in 1682 with name of Francisca del Espíritu Santo. 

In 1686, she, together with 3 companions, opted to 
form a community life under the Rule of the Third 
Order of St. Dominic and with the approval granted 
in 1688 by the Master General of the Friars Preacher, 
Antonino Cloche. 

The Beaterio, dedicated to the great teacher, St. 
Catherine of Siena, was definitively established on 
July 26, 1696 with the profession of Mother Francisca 
and 7 other beatas. They benefitted from the guidance 
of the Dominican Friars, among whom was Fr. Juan 
de Santo Domingo, author of a “Breve Relación de la 
Fundación y Progreso del Beaterio de Santa Catalina 
de esta Ciudad de Manila”, published posthumously 
in 1911. 

From this Beaterio came the Dominican Sisters 
of St. Catherine of Siena in our century, with 

the Generalate House in Quezon City, 
Philippines. 

The personality of Mother Francisca was 
the unifying element and promoter of 
much Christian vitality.  As foundress, 
she brought forth exemplary strength and 
virtues: the theological and cardinal virtues, 
evangelical counsels and other annexed 
virtues particularly practiced by her. 
 
Mother Francisca died in the peace of the 
saints on the 24th of August 1711 between 
2 and 3 o’clock in the morning and in the 
afternoon she “was buried in the  Church of 
San Juan de Letran.  Her tomb was over the 
steps of the Main Altar, on the side of the 
Gospel.” 

The Institution endured difficult trials in its first years, 
even with expulsion of 
its members from the 
place for 2 years.  But the 
difficulties were largely 
external, arising from 
conflict of jurisdiction 
between the Dominican 
Order and the Archbishop 
of Manila and the Beaterio 
resumed its life and 
activity in 1706, and took 
form as a Colegio with 
the intention of providing 
education in the faith and 
Christian perfection to 
the young native girls and 
daughters of poor soldiers 
in the Islands. 

Brief Profile continues...


